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Welcome to the First Edition
of AOU Alumni magazine!

With over 6,200 graduates since its first cohort, AOU thrives to have
a strong alumni network that will help in the development of the Uni-
versity and will create a strong bond between graduates all over the
world.

In this issue, you will hear the news of long forgotten friends and you
will meet new graduates. We invite you to engage in your magazine
and share with us your thoughts, career aspirations, achievements,
family news, entrepreneurship projects... by sending your news to
alumni@aou.edu.lb.

We also wish to introduce you to our new project : the "AOU alumni
Mentor project”, whereby experienced graduates act as mentors and
help current students receive the advice and guidance that could help
put them on the right track and define their future career path.

We believe that each and every one of you can be a great positive
influencer and that you all have the potentials and abilities to support
each other and support your college.

Your participation to this magazine is invaluable, so hurry up and send
us your news.

On another note, if you haven't registered as alumni member vet, |
urge you to do so by visiting http:/www.aou.edu.lb/aoualumni/, let’s
strengthen our alumni network, let’s express our gratitude to our
ALMA matter.

AOU Alumni Office
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- Adel Alsaady

Major: Computer Science - 2015
MSc in Software Development - 2018

| started my career with the intention of creating a team of unemployed uni-
versity students and graduates that are willing to deliver the customer’s online
presence, with the support of my consultation techniques and project manage-
ment skills. As a dynamic and motivated professional | took the responsibility of
initiating innovative ideas based on Google platforms and in coordination with
Google’s sales strategies.

| was able to initiate an Omni channel project with one of the important banks in
Lebanon while handling the role of consultant at NCR which is a “global leader
in developing transformational transaction technologies including online bank-
ing, POS systems, mobile payments and Omni channel...”

| Samer Fares

Major: Business Systems - 2007

| am married to a beautiful wife and | have 2 amazing daughters. After gradu-
ation from AOU, | travelled to Jordan for 1 year then to kuwait and | built my
career in telecom sectors with international companies. Also, as part time job, |
do coaching in sales skills (Retail and B2B) for different companies in Kuwait.




Elias Youssef

Major: Business Studies - 2012

| am currently working at BLOM Bank.
Also, I'm an active member of the BLOM Bank Basketball team.

Major: Computing - 2016

Elie Keyrouz, AOU Master’s student currently registered in the MSc pro-
gramme ,won the 2nd prize in the I'T Security competition conducted by the
association of banks in Lebanon.

Elie was representing Bank of Beirut.




! Bahaa Bou Smail

Major: Information and Communication Technologies- 2017

| graduated in 2017 with a BS in ICT (Information and Communication tech-
nologies). For one and half year now, | have been working as IT operator at
LSB (lebanese Swiss Bank). | am involved with database reporting and applying
back office transactions. | am so proud to be an AOU graduate.

Hanin Sanjad

Major: Elementary Education - 2013

| currently hold the position of coordinator and supervisor at Al-Nahda second-
ary school.




| am a Science teacher from grade 1 till 6. | have a beautiful family. | have a boy
16 years (Rami) and my girl 11 years old Rena is a champion in muaythai, kick
boxing. she took many gold medals especially in Asian championships.

& |brahim Azzam
/ Major: Information and Communication Technologies - 2017
| currently work as a Cyber Security Analyst at “Crystal Network Holding” and |

am also pursuing my MS in Information Security and Forensics at AOU.
‘Cycling” is my main hobby and | bike all over Lebanon just for the fun of it!



| Ramy Nouwar

Major: Information and Communication Technologies - 2017

| am an ICT student in information security and forensics. | have the first shop
for Virtual reality in Lebanon 2 years ago related to games, entertainment and
events .

| Ibrahim Deryan

Major: Information and Communication Technologies - 2010

| have been working at Lufthansa German Airlines at Beirut Rafic Hariri Interna-
tional Airport as Duty Station Manager since 2010.

| am extremely proud to share with you the recent news of my promotion to:
Manager for Lufthansa German Airlines.

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzz




/ Chimene Al-Achkar

Major: Business Management - 2016

| am grateful to be one of your successful graduates and have a great education
which allowed me to forge a good career path, firstly being a BA graduate ( Busi-
ness Management) and now | am studying Masters in HRM and working with a
multinational company “Atalian Switch Group” as an HR officer and gained the
certification of Employee of the month.

For three years now, | have been holding the position of proactive network
support agent. July 15, 2018 was a memorable day for me, as | got engaged
to a very special lady.




=4 Abeer Azzam

Major: English Language and Literature - 2015

AOU has always been a place to call home. The friendly, accepting, and helpful
environment made my university experience one to be remembered.

After graduating AOU with a Bachelor Degree in English Language and Litera-
ture in 2015, | traveled to KSA persuing a teaching opportunity. However, | owe
it to AOU for paving the way towards a better future.

Spending three years at AOU helped me develop as a knowledge seeker and as
an independent learner, not only did this university influence my academic life,
but also my personal life. | was able to build several new friendships, with fellow
students and tutors, that still last until today.

Thank you for being there through every step of the way.

-~ Georgio Sayegh
Major: Business Management - 2011

I'm a Business Management graduate from AOU.
| hold the position of Marketing/Contracting Specialist for the Ground Han-
dling section at MEA.

B Haifa El Ashkar

Major: Elementary Education - 2016

Elementary Education graduate, currently working as School Supervisor at
‘Oakland Academy” American system school.




Sami Hashem

Major: Business Studies - 2012
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Ameen Intabli

Major: Information Technology and Computing - 2015

| graduated from AOU in 2015. After graduation, | had lots of plans as | really
wanted to have a successful life.

On February 2016, | was employed in a software company located in Fanar Area,
in which | worked for 2 years in developing accounting Software using a pro-
gramming language that | studied at AOU called PHP and MySQL.

The key to my success is my university , mainly the Computer Science team who
helped me during my 4 years at the Arab Open University, they were always by
my side and guided me all the way.

In addition, | am planning to continue my Masters Degree. | also decided to
move to Turkey where | want to pursue my career (as | found out that | have
roots there).

Therefore, | am studying the Turkish language and | am learning fast as | aim to
teach in Turkish Schools and Universities.

Life taught me that with hard work and perseverance you will reach your goal in
the shortest time possible.




*w Adnan Haidar
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' Major: Information and Technologies - 2016

Adnan Mohammed Haidar, born in 1993 and raised in Beirut.

| have 2 siblings, a younger sister and brother (Iman and Hafez ). | went to Al
Nahda private school till 9th grade and then moved to a public school where |
graduated from.

| joined AOU and majored in Information and Communication Technologies at
the Arab Open University, a place where | felt like home, always supported by
kind teachers and surrounded by great friends and fellow students. | graduated
in 2016 and applied for the Cadetship program by the Middle East Airlines.

| successfully graduated and passed all my classes in the FTE JEREZ institute
where | studied to become a pilot. Thankfully | got really good grades and | got
the Perfection Trophy from the head pilot and president of captains.

I'm back to my long missed family in Lebanon and | am currently working as a
Co-Pilot at the MEA. | also recently got engaged to a very nice Lady.

| thank every person who stood beside me, supported me during my life, spe-
cially the dear ones who didn't leave me during my hardest days.

It wasn't an easy journey, there was lots of hardship, but | made it!

My message to the young people today is: “Do not take life easily, try your best,
thrive for success no matter what it takes, most importantly always work with
passion and love.”




Houssam Houhou

Major: Business Management - 2016
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Abdullah kurdi

Major: Information Technology and Computing - 2016

| am Abdullah el Kurdi, Information Technology and Computing graduate in
spring 2016. Of course, | miss a lot my university, Arab Open University. | was
working as Assistant Pharmacist at Mazen Pharmacy, as | hold also Biochem-
istry degree. Few months ago, | got a new opportunity to work in computer
science domain. | am currently working as research assistant in Bioinformatics
at the American University of Beirut - Faculty of Medicine. This is an amazing
field that requires solid knowledge in programming, python, Java, docker, shell
scripting as we work on Linux operating system as well as knowledge required
in Biology. This is a new domain in Lebanon, it has started no more than 4
years. It is very promising because it is used basically to treat diseases.
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